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Policy Statement
Procedures

Reason for Policy

The University has adopted this Excavation Policy in order to protect people, property, and underground utility
services providing energy and other services to University facilities. Additionally, the policy assures the
fulfillment of requirements of the Code of Virginia Underground Utility Damage Prevention Act, and other local
codes.

Definition of Terms

Excavation

Any activity where the ground is penetrated (6 inches or more) or soil is moved, removed, or compacted,
including but not limited to trenching, driving, scooping, tunneling, and any hand or machine digging operations.

Policy Statement

Any excavations on the Grounds must be approved in advance by Facilities Management. Because most
University utilities are located underground, digging can damage buried utilities and result in serious safety
hazards to workers, damage to utilities and property, and service interruptions.

Compliance with Policy:
Failure to comply with the requirements of this policy may result in disciplinary action up to and including
termination in accordance with relevant University policies.

Questions about this policy should be directed to the Energy and Utilities Department or Facilities Management.

https://uvapolicy.virginia.edu/taxonomy/term/1
https://uvapolicy.virginia.edu/contact-office/energy-and-utilities-department
https://uvapolicy.virginia.edu/contact-office/facilities-management
https://uvapolicy.virginia.edu/oversight-executive/senior-vice-president-operations-and-state-government-relations
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title56/chapter10.3/
https://uvapolicy.virginia.edu/glossary-terms/excavation
https://www.fm.virginia.edu/services/energy.html
https://www.fm.virginia.edu/


Procedures

All excavations, including any hand digging, require an approved excavation permit before any excavation is
started. Facilities Management Directive 740 provides procedures, guidance, and directions for obtaining an
approved excavation permit.
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Applies To Text

 
Academic Division and the Medical Center.

Policy Summary

The University of Virginia prohibits any excavation on University property without prior investigation and
approval.
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XIII.C.1, Facilities Management - Utilities Services.
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